The osseous structure of the carpal groove.
Transverse osseous structure of the carpal groove was studied using serial sections and microradiography. The width and area of the carpal groove were measured in x-ray films of each section. The wrist and carpal region was divided into six levels: 1) radio-ulnar joint level, 2) proximal level of the carpal bones, 3) intermediate level of carpal bones, 4) distal level of carpal bones, 5) the first C-M joint level, and 6) bases of the metacarpal bone level. The width of the carpal groove averaged 32 mm at the inlet and became narrower toward the outlet. Both inlet and outlet areas were small, the largest area was observed at the middle part. Although the carpal bones did not support the body weight, a remnant of the trajectorial architecture of the trabeculae was observed.